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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Lt o congraas of tha Hational Assembly (Bundestag3 of the Raat German
firitnebund bheld in Dresden on 1:-14 March 1654. National Saeratary

nawl ineschke gave th2 main svecch. It had beer nisrrned thas Iohsnres

t. Becher, East German Mirister cf fSulturs. would speak, but he was

abiz to d0 so because of illnrss. WTurtlar ssenkers innlnded Alexandew

. Domprediger Xarl Kleinschmidt ., Arncld Zweig. Professor Brust Bloch.
“ertrud Sasse, Helnrich Deitere. Heinrich Becker,and ilbert Donla.

.

*
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2, After Kneschke's introductory speech, an unidentified guest delegate
attacked the style of the Kulturbund propaganda vublications
25X1 which were flooding West Cermsnv. He declared that Weet Cernsrs refused
25X1 to read this Party jargon (Parteichinesiach) and that the nuhlications
couid net be distributed for thie reason.

i.  The next speaker was aArnold Zweiz who stated that manyv young people were
cemplaining bitterly that thev had to spend all their time in political
activity or working and had absolutely ne fres timae. Zweig suppested that
the Kuliurbund set up an office to receive comvlaints of this tvpe. He
said tha’ in East Germanv tha conceont of free time, which is =0 imvortant
for ibe yroper develo-ment of young pecple, has beaen entirely loat. Zweig
declared that every bit of free time & young person has he is forced to
use to work on some speech or other., He statad that it was a mistake in
the Fast German system to went to change everything completely, because
in doing this there is the danger of hurting the individusl. He asserted
that it was the tesk of the Xulturbund to warn akout such over-orgenization
‘and stated that it must be realized that humanism ané strict organization
are not compatible.

4. Zweig's remarks were greeted by 2 traemendcus ovation, and Gartrud Sassa,

Neserving Teacher of the Peonle and member of the Presidinl Council of the

fulturbund, who was the chairman. had ereat difficultv in restoring order.
ters minvte recess was therefors declared.

2. The next speaker wus Prcfessor Frnst Bloch. He atatad that he agraed with

Arnold Zweig's remarks and believed that not only the yecuth of East Gerrmany
was eundangered but also “the vcuithfulness of the movement'. He stated
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tlhat direction an¢ order were needed but that the result should sot be
regimentation. Constun? repetition had sapped the lifc blood of the

creat Marxist slogans. He pointed out that during the Weimar Republiec

the lMarxist slogens had had life and s2ttraciion and had been gexnressions
of a living, edvancing front, He compsred the conditions of the present
day to those of a declining movement. The chicef reason for this unharpy
sltuation. he ststed, was that the Communist rmovement lackad 1ife und

nad calcified. e demanded that rescarch be ~iven freedonm and siated that
3T Harx were really omnipotent and had taurht the %ruth he was in no danrer
if freedom of research wera allowed. .His remarks were also areetad with
ioud, long applause. :

Heinrich Deiters stated that as o student of educational theory he seconded
reigls demands for more free time for youth. He demanded further that
Party jargon ("Parteichinesisch bzw. Xaderwelsch") be eliminated and thet
teachers be allowed rore freedom and initiative.

einrich Lecker, Herc of Labor and Director of the Bibliographical Institute,
stated thet he apreed with Deiters and Zweig,and as proof of the veracity

of their romarks pointed to the lack of interest displayed by the East

man ~uvlic in the latest Duden editions.

i oneluding remarks Kneselike attacked all oprevious spoakers vary
ply. e took excention vuarsicularly to their attacks arainst the

chi of the Tarity, ctating that it was a nationail dut;r to advance the
science of linguistica.

2}
e

Or the Tollowing day 3tate Secrsiary iLlexander Abuach held the ideoclogical

and presented thoe ULD »urt:r line on cvltural affairs. He was Tollowed

nschnidty who stater thet Zweig's idea of riving the youth more

ine was danserous because the enemy eculd take advantage of such

8. He accused Zveiyr of endangering the class o rupcle, statine that
this strursie and the temno dictated by the enemy. not over-organizas

tion, which were responsible for the lack of free tine.

4lbert Donle, leader of the Berlin delegpation, also attacked the rast
nrosran of the Hational Secretariat and stnted that the level of entertaine
sent in the culiural rooms of the last Germon factories was very low and
nothing nore than a worthless miscellanv.

&

fhe congress concluded with the opurely formal election of & new Fresidial

ouncil of 60 members. The list has beern sreviousiy sslected by the

liaticonal Secretariat. and there was little discussion of any aof the candi-
dates, ali of whom were Yelechad".

Hone of the anti-Party~line discussions appearcd in the
Tae only excepticn wes a condensed version of Zweif's
¢ orgen bSrechsisches Tageblatt, published the following
tha Jaechisisches Tareblatt was taken back to the
various Bagirke by most of the delerates, so that Zweigls remarks had a
uuch greater resonancs than they would have othervise.

¢ pt: This aear rebellion apainst the SEV cultural line is a
unique phenomenon. Taere has been nothing similar since the attack of
wolfgang Harich in the Fast Berlin Berliner Zeiturng immediately after

17 June i9%3. Herich also castipated SED cultural uelicies but was

=12 Yoreed baelk into line by Wilhelm Girnus and Valter Besenbruch,
the JED culdural dictators.
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